HISTORY SCAVENGER HUNT #2
Welcome to the town of Colonial Beach, Virginia
All of the historical sites below can be found within the
boundaries of the town of Colonial Beach.
Most sites are private properties and not open to the public.
Try to discover the location or address of the sites below but
please do not disturb the residents or patrons of the properties.
The hunt covers a distance that requires a golf cart or a car.
For more information about Colonial Beach history:

Visit the Museum at Colonial Beach 128 Hawthorn St. Open Sat. and Sun. 1 to 4 pm.
www.museumatcolonialbeach.com
1. Pete the Bear arrived as a cub about 1939. He was often tied to a tree and
became an attraction for visitors who sometimes wanted to feed him. He remained in
this location until 1944. Pete eventually weighed about 600 pounds and can be seen
on this mural where he is memorialized.
2. Concession Stand - This small wooden building is probably from the 1940s.
Originally it was one of many concessions among the amusements that could be found
on our local boardwalk. This remaining concession stand (facing the river) was noted
as significant by the recent team assessing our local historic resources. (2017)

3. The Plaza is a wood frame Victorian house built in 1903 as a two-story, single
dwelling. It was turned into a boarding house for tourists by 1913. It continued as a
boarding house until 1962. It was more recently a B & B decorated with period furnishings.

4. Riverhurst is a Queen Anne Victorian summer home built in 1896 by John M.
Taylor of Washington D.C. The exterior looks much as it originally did. The lower and
upper bay windows are topped by a widow’s walk with a view of the river and a
turret roof. There is a wide wraparound porch downstairs. The original kitchen was
not attached to the main house. Riverhurst was given its current name in 1964. Earlier it was named “Cedar Croft” and “Smiling Thru”. At one time this house was used as
a summer home for children from the D.C. area

5. Colonial Beach Hospital once operated here beginning in the 1920s. The resident
physician was Dr. Ed Gouldman who lived with his family on the top floor of this
building. This is the only hospital that has existed in town. This building later served as
the Washington Hotel and then was used by the Colonial Beach School system.

6. Cooper’s Store was a general merchandise store which operated for many years.
The original owner was immigrant Abe Cooper who operated the store until 1945.
After that it was run by his son William and then his grandson Douglas. There was a
shoe repair shop on the second floor. The store building was donated to the town by
the Cooper family. (Image shows only part of the store.)
7. Art Moderne House surprised the architectural historian who was assessing the
buildings of Colonial Beach. Our tiny town has examples of many types of
architecture. This house was built around 1930 in the Moderne style. “This twostory masonry house has a flat roof, an asymmetrical facade and the exterior is
smooth stucco with a curved balustrade on the second floor. This house no doubt
caused quite a stir when it was built.” (2001)

8. The 1925 Post Office was a very modern post office building from the United States
Postal Service when it was erected. “This 1-story, center passage, brick building” is
now home to a local organization. It was “one of the first buildings built in town in the
new emerging Commercial Style.” This is not the current post office on Dwight Ave.
(2001)
9. The Pines was built in 1904 by Theodore Barnes. Barnes was the owner of a chain
of meat markets in Washington D.C. The house is a two-story wooden frame Colonial style home. It has the original heavy wooden shutters with cast iron mounts and
shutter hooks. Some original wavy panes of glass can still be seen in the tall first-floor
windows.
10. Greystone is another surprising architectural find. It was built about 1915 and is
built in the Prairie School Style. “ It has the overhanging eaves, the heavy rusticated
porch supports and foundation, and its detailing emphasizing the horizontal lines.”.
The survey noted that it is unusual enough to merit further investigation and possible
listing on the National Register of Historic Places.” (2001)

The locations (answers) for this hunt can be found on
the Colonial Beach Museum website: museumatcolonialbeach.com

Most of the historical information came from the two historical surveys
of Colonial Beach—completed in 2001 and 2017.

Scavenger Hunt #2 Answers
(There is a map of the town in the Colonial Beach Business Directory & Visitors Guide which is printed
each year by the Chamber of Commerce and is widely available at the Chamber and in restaurants,
stores, and other businesses around town.)

1. Pete the Bear can be discovered on the mural painted on the outside of L. L. Curley Packing
Company. 551 Lafayette St.
2. This Concession Stand is found at the end of Hawthorn St. facing the river.
3.

The Plaza is located at 21 Weems St.

4. Riverhurst is at 615 Irving Ave.
5. The Old Hospital is at 218-220 Garfield Ave.
6. Coopers Store is now the Library and Town Centre – found on Washington Ave. at the corner of
Hawthorn.
7. The Art Moderne House is at 19 Marshall Ave.
8. 1925 Post Office is now the VFW building at 107 Hawthorn St.
9. The Pines is at 501 Irving Ave.
10. Greystone is at 200 Colonial Ave.

